
 

 

SLRCP Project Aim 
The Southern Leyte Coral Reef Conservation Project (SLCRCP) is a collaborative 
project to protect the coral reefs of Sogod Bay, providing training and conservation 
education opportunities for local Filipinos, as part of an integrated programme to 
develop local capacity and ensure the long-term protection and sustainable use of 
marine resources throughout the region. Coral Cay Conservation (CCC) is working at 
the invitation of and in partnership with the Provincial Government of Southern 
Leyte and the Philippine Reef & Rainforest Conservation Foundation Inc. (PRRCFI). 
CCC provides the resources to help sustain livelihoods and alleviate poverty through 
the protection, restoration and management of coral reefs and tropical forests. 
 

Latest News 

Coral Cay welcomes a new Community Liaison Officer 

Jesse Tinapay from Malitbog, Southern Leyte, has been a part of the 
Coral Cay family for over 7 years. In 2007 he joined us as a security guard 
at our base in Padre Burgos. Since then, Jesse has had many roles within 
the team from compressor operator to Dive Master, Reef Check 
Instructor and, having completed his PADI Instructor course with us, 
Scuba Instructor. As Jesse has also completed more than 2600 dives in 
the area and written three books about the marine life here, we would 
be hard pressed to find another person more knowledgeable about 
Sogod Bay!  
 
As well as working hard for CCC, Jesse has spent this time with further 
education, gaining a BSc in Education from SLSU. On top of everything 
that Jesse has already achieved since joining CCC he has now taken on 
a new role within the team ς Community Liaison Officer (CLO). Born and 
raised in Southern Leyte, he is truly passionate about helping the 
community through education and poverty alleviation. Although he has 
only been working in this role for a few short weeks, Jesse has already 
reached out to many people at both Barangay and Municipality level, 
spreading the word of CCC and finding out what we can do to help them and their marine resources. We know that 
Jesse will thrive in this new role and feel very lucky to have such a dedicated team member.   
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Story of the Month 

Caligangan Elementary School gain Gold Seastar Status!  

 

During the month of August our Education Officer Maki delivered the 
Coral Cay Conservation Seastar Environmental Award Scheme (SEAS) to 
Caligangan Elementary School. In order to achieve Gold Seastar status 
a school must first receive three lessons from CCC and create a student-
run environmental committee within the school. Finally, the 
environmental committee should hold an environmental campaign 
which highlights the importance of the marine environment within 
their local community. On Thursday 10th September Caligangan 
Elementary School chose to hold a Coastal Clean-up on their local 
beach. Project Scientist Shannon and Community Liaison Officer Jesse 
went along to join in the fun and were warmly welcomed by the 
teaching faculty and a number of excited students!  
 
At 4pm everyone grabbed their brushes and empty sacks and 
converged at the school gates to begin a parade through the streets of 
Caligangan. Lots of spectators showed up to support the children as 
they proudly showed off their home-made posters and banners which 
ƘŀŘ ǎƭƻƎŀƴǎ ƻŦ άtǊƻǘŜŎǘ aŀǊƛƴŜ [ƛŦŜέ ŀƴŘ άYŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ Coastal Area 
/ƭŜŀƴΗέ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ 
and began to collect plastic, glass and fishing nets. When we finally left, 
the coastline was a much cleaner, safer place. The children did such a 
wonderful job that we have no doubt they will continue to keep their 
beach trash-free!  

 

The children line up at Caligangan school 
gates in preparation for the parade. 

The happy procession makes its way to 
the beach. 

The kids proudly show off their posters before getting their hands 
dirty! 
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Education and Community Projects 

CCC holds Community Education Day for Barangays Napantao and Catig 
 
In early September Coral Cay invited 12 representatives from Napantao, San Francisco and Catig, Liloan for a day of 
reef based education at the CCC base. The morning started with a tour of base by our FBM, Olly and an introduction to 
Coral Cay in the Philippines by Project Scientist, Shannon. This was followed by a lesson on coral biology; the group 
were enthralled to learn that coral is an animal which uses tiny algae to produce food from sunlight! Volunteers Phoebe, 
Charlie, Zach and Josh then gave some excellent tips on how to identify different species of corals, invertebrates and 
fish found on the reef. 
 
Then it was time to put these new-ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƴƻǊƪŜƭ ΨǇƻƛƴǘȅΩΦ hǳǊ guests were divided in to groups, 
each led by a CCC staff member or volunteer who pointed out the different species discussed in their lessons. For a 
few, it was their very first snorkelling experience and everyone had a great time! As always our resident chef, Tata 
cooked up a storm for lunch before it was time to return to the classroom to talk about the more serious issues 
surrounding coral reefs.  
 
After a lesson about the threats that coral reefs are facing globally, Education Officer, Maki led a discussion on how we 
can work to protect them. Everyone was eager to learn about MPAs and the benefits they can bring both to the reef 
and for their own community. The afternoon was concluded by a video of Apo reef, one of the most successful MPAs 
in the Philippines. The images showed hugely diverse marine life and a captivating dive site and left our visitors feeling 
inspired by what their country has to offer. 
 
There was just time for a group photo before the group left base to return to their respective Barangays. Having learned 
a lot, they kindly expressed their gratitude and left with good memories of a day at CCC. All the staff and volunteers 
enjoyed the day and look forward to our next community event! 
  

Top left: Jesse gives a lesson on 
coral reef threats. 
 
Top right: Volunteer Charlie leads 
the group in to the sea for a snorkel. 
 
Bottom left: Smiles all round as the 
group pose for a picture at the end 
of a great day! 
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Survey Monthly Update 

 
Survey background: Since January 2013, survey efforts have been focused on assessing potential and existing Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) in and around Sogod Bay to provide appropriate management recommendations.  To do this 
CCC uses an expanded version of the Reef Check protocol, which has been customised to perfectly fit our work in Sogod 
Bay. Prior to this a baseline appraisal of marine resources in Sogod Bay was carried out. If you would like more 
information about our surveying please contact our Project Scientist, Shannon Cameron. 
 
Current Survey Site: Himayangan, Liloan  

At the request of the Municipal Agricultural Office (MAO) in Liloan, CCC has begun collecting data in 

Barangay H imayangan. Prior to the survey, Project Scientist Shannon and Community Liason Officer ,  

Jesse,  visited the Himayangan Barangay Hall to discuss possible locations for a new MPA. Two suggestions 

were made on either side of the main beach and CCC elected to survey bo th!  

After weeks of SCUBA and Science training, our group of volunteers put their new skills to use and began 

collecting data to determine the best location for a new MPA. So far, seven of the eight transects have 

been completed and we are well on our way to fi nishing the survey. In the coming weeks, having fully 

completed data collection, Project Scientist Shannon will begin working with the data with the aim of 

presenting CCCs findings to the Municipality of Liloan and the local community of Himayangan.  

 

  

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
{ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ///Ωǎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
http://www.coralcay.org/science-research/scientific-reports/ 

View of Himayangan site 1 from the Nudi 
Hunter. 

Jesse and Shannon are welcomed to 
Himayangan beach by Barangy Officials.  

A small selection of the marine life observed so far on the reefs of Himayangan. 

http://www.coralcay.org/science-research/scientific-reports/
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Marine Scholarship News 

 
Each month CCC offers Filipino nationals who display an ambition to study and protect the vital marine ecosystems of 
the Philippines an opportunity to take part in our Marine Conservation Scholarship. The programme lasts for one month 
and involves training in SCUBA diving to the level of PADI Advanced Open Water. Scholars then take part in an intensive 
Skills Development Programme giving them the knowledge and expertise to conduct sub-marine surveys of the 
coastline. In recent months this programme has increased in popularity and we are now accepting applications for 2016! 
 
For four weeks between August 19th and September 16th CCC was joined by Filipino scholar Ricardo Scott G. Syling, 
ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǎ Ψ{ŎƻǘǘȅΩΦ {Ŏƻǘǘȅ ƛǎ ŦǊom Quezon City, Philippines and graduated 
from the prestigious Ateneo de Manila University with a BSc in Environmental Science in 2015. Although he now works 
for the family business in Manila, Scotty became interested in our scholarship programme after finding out about it 
through social media and decided to apply to further his knowledge in marine ecology. A keen snorkeler, he also wanted 
to improve upon his identification skills to better understand the marine life that he comes across during regular visits 
to his local beach. 
 
As his first time leaving home alone and flying to an unknown place, Scott felt nervous as though he had stepped out 
of his comfort zone when he arrived on base; the basic conditions and simple lifestyle are a far cry from the hustle and 
bustle of Manila Metro! He came to us already a PADI Open Water Diver and swiftly completed his Advanced 
certification.  From there, he went on to fly through our Science Development Programme (SDP) and carry out scientific 
surveys of our latest survey site, Himayangan. Throughout this experience he most enjoyed diving every day and getting 
to know different people from all over the world and left Napantao this September a more confident, worldly and 
independent person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to apply for the CCC Marine Conservation Scholarship programme or read more about it, please visit: 
http://www.coralcay.org/volunteer/scholarship-opportunities/ 

 
ά/// ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ opportunity for me; it built 
my character and made me into a more independent 
person. I was exposed to the different cultures of 
international volunteers and gained a lot of insights 
that I can use to better myself as a person and 
hopefully change society. I saw how great the 
biodiversity is inside an MPA and how very different it 
ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
biodiversity was close to zero. I have learned that this 
is due to the destruction of coral from illegal and 
destructive methods brought about by poverty and 
the lack of proper education. I like how CCC make a big 
effort in trying to encompass factors from political to 
economic to social and technology on why things are 
the way they are rather than having the inability to see 
the biƎƎŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦέ  

ς Scott Syling 

http://www.coralcay.org/volunteer/scholarship-opportunities/
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/ƻǊŀƭ /ŀȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎΧ ǘƘŜ 
Hawksbill Turtle! Latin name Eretmochelys imbricate, the hawksbill turtle has a 

worldwide distribution with a large population in the Indo-Pacific. The Philippines is 
known to be home to a number of nesting sites including the Island of Boracay, and 

adult turtles can regularly be seen on coral reefs throughout the nation. 
 

Sadly ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ L¦/b wŜŘ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
Threatened Species. Hawksbills face a variety of hazards from: Direct take - for food 
or for the tortoiseshell trade; Fishing impacts - incidental capture and entanglement 
in nets; Beachfront development ς destruction of nesting beach habitat; Pollution - 
ingestible plastics in the ocean; and Climate change - this may affect breeding, since 
sea turtle sex ratios are dependent upon the temperature of incubation. Hawksbills 
are also seriously threatened by loss of coral reef communities which act as their 

feeding sites. 
 

The male turtle photographed below with volunteer Charlie is a regular visitor to 
Napantao house reef. He is very friendly and inquisitive and often gets involved with 

SCUBA and science training, allowing us to capture some great pictures. 
 
 

 
Photo Credit: Joe Roche 

 
 
 
 

Marine Creature of the Month! 

 

Learn More! 
To learn more about the CCC Philippines project, to join the expedition, 
or to find out about local marine scholarships, visit www.coralcay.org. 

 


